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THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

Philippine Islands. — During the week ended October 26 there 
occurred in Manila an acute outbreak of plague, 17 cases of the 
disease being reported. During three days of this week, October 20, 
21, and 22, a greater number of cases of plague occurred in Manila 
than during the preceding four months. During the succeeding 
week — that is, the one ended November 2 — three cases of plague were 
reported, and during the week ended November 9 but one case. 
This makes a total of 33 cases of the disease reported in Manila this 
year up to November 9. 

Investigations carried on when the cases of plague began to be 
reported, October 20, 21, and 22, revealed that three weeks previously 
large numbers of rats had been found sick and dying in a railway 
freight warehouse, and it was alleged that some mornings as many as 
40 dead rats were found. Following the epidemic among these rats, 
the infection spread to a neighboring warehouse, where the rats also 
began to die. The cases in this outbreak were limited to persons 
exposed to infection in these warehouses. Proper measures were 
taken to destroy the infected rats and fleas, and but few additional 
cases have been reported since. Since this outbreak, however, in- 
fected rats have been found in the city in widely separated localities. 

Porto Rico. — The last case of plague in man in Porto Pico occurred 
in San Juan September 12, and the last plague-infected rat was found 
at Arecibo October 30. No case of plague in man, therefore, has 
occurred in over three months and no infected rat has been found in 
over seven weeks. 

China. — There was an outbreak of plague in Shanghai during No- 
vember. The first case was reported November 2, and during the 
next 12 days 15 cases were reported. All the cases occurring up to 
November 14, the date of the last report received, originated in a 
circumscribed area fronting on Soochow Creek, in which are situ- 
ated warehouses for the use of freight intended for both coastwise 
and foreign shipping. The area in which this outbreak occurred is 
practically the same as that in which the last preceding one originated. 
Infected rats were found in this warehouse district, as were also many 
dead rats, of which a satisfactory examination was impossible because 
of partial decomposition. The report states that the disease has been 
bubonic in type and that so far only natives have been attacked. 
Precautions are being taken to prevent access of rats to vessels bound 
for United States ports. 

165 (2133, 



